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2 © 2005 YPA Young Preservationists 2004 Annual Report

o u n g  P r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s  a r e  o n  t h e  m o v e !   F r o m  I n d i a n a  t o  B e a v e r ,
B u t l e r  t o  W a y n e s b u r g ,  F o r d  C i t y ,  G r e e n s b u r g ,  U n i o n t o w n ,  a n d
W a s h i n g t o n  t o  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o f  M a n c h e s t e r ,  y o u n g

p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s  c o n t i n u e  t o  b u i l d  m o m e n t u m  i n  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  r e g i o n .
W i t h  o u r  “ N e w  F r o n t i e r s ”  p r o j e c t ,  o u r  s e c o n d - a n n u a l  “ T o p  T e n ”  l i s t ,
s u c c e s s f u l  h i s t o r i c  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t h e  N e w  G r a n a d a  T h e a t e r ,  a n d
n e g o t i a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h  R I D C  o v e r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  N a b i s c o
p l a n t ,  Y P A  w a s  i n  t h e  n e w s ,  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  a n d  p a r t  o f  t h e  a c t i o n
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e g i o n  i n  2 0 0 4 .

!
Y P A  s e t  s e v e r a l  p r e c e d e n t s  t h i s  y e a r .   F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  r e g i o n a l
p r e s e r v a t i o n  w o r k s h o p s  w e r e  h e l d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n
p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  n i n e  c o u n t i e s  i n  s o u t h w e s t e r n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  a n d
t h e  C i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h .   C a l l e d  “ N e w  F r o n t i e r s  i n  P r e s e r v a t i o n , ”  t e n  f o c u s
g r o u p  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  h e l d  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  t o p  p r e s e r v a t i o n  p r i o r i t i e s  i n
t h e  r e g i o n .   P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t  c o m m u n i t i e s  w a s
o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  c h o s e n  a s  t h e  t o p  p r i o r i t y .

!
C o n t i n u i n g  o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  r e c o g n i z i n g  a n d  p r e s e r v i n g  P i t t s b u r g h ’ s
A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  h e r i t a g e ,  Y P A  e m b a r k e d  o n  s e v e r a l  n e w  i n i t i a t i v e s  t h i s
y e a r .   W e  w e r e  a  c o - s p o n s o r  o f  N a t i o n a l  C i t y  B a n k ’ s  1 2 t h - a n n u a l  B l a c k
H i s t o r y  E s s a y  C o n t e s t  t h a t  f o c u s e d ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  o n  A f r i c a n
A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  ( a s  o p p o s e d  t o  f a m o u s  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n s ) .

W e  a l s o  n o m i n a t e d  t h e  N e w  G r a n a d a  T h e a t e r  t o  b e  a  C i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h
H i s t o r i c  L a n d m a r k ,  o n l y  t h e  t h i r d  c i t y  h i s t o r i c  l a n d m a r k  d e d i c a t e d  t o
A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y .

!
W e  a l s o  n e g o t i a t e d  a  u n i q u e  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  R e g i o n a l  I n d u s t r i a l
D e v e l o p m e n t  C o r p o r a t i o n  ( R I D C )  f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  r e u s e  o f  t h e
f o r m e r  N a b i s c o  p l a n t ,  a n d  a v o i d e d  a  c o s t l y  “ s h o w d o w n ”  i n  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s
a n d  t h e  p r e s s .

M o s t  o f  a l l ,  Y P A  k e p t  h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n  i n  t h e  s p o t l i g h t .   T h e r e  w e r e
a t  l e a s t  2 0  d i f f e r e n t  a r t i c l e s  a b o u t  Y P A  a n d  h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n  i n
2 0 0 4 .   A  b r i e f  G o o g l e  s e a r c h  t u r n s  u p  2 8 , 8 0 0  o f  h i t s  f o r  Y P A ,  m a n y
r e f e r r i n g  t o  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .

O u r  M e m b e r s h i p  h a s  t o p p e d  1 0 0  p e o p l e ,  o u r  w e b s i t e  h a s  b e e n  s e e n  b y
t h o u s a n d s ,  o u r  w e b - b a s e d  r e p o r t s  h a v e  b e e n  d o w n l o a d e d  h u n d r e d s  o f
t i m e s ,  a n d  w e  a r e  o n  t a r g e t  t o  h o s t  t h e  f i r s t - e v e r  c o n f e r e n c e  f o r  y o u n g
p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s  i n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 5 .   N o t  b a d  f o r  a  g r o u p  o f  c o m m i t t e d
v o l u n t e e r s .   T h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  Y o u n g  P r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f
P i t t s b u r g h  i s  s t r o n g .

!

H o w  w o n d e r f u l  t h a t  a l l
o f  y o u  a r e  t h e r e ,
o r g a n i z e d  a n d
e n e r g i z e d !

W h a t  y o u  a r e  d o i n g —
g e t t i n g  y o u n g  p e o p l e
e n g a g e d  i n  l e a d i n g — i s
v i t a l .   I  w a s  2 9  w h e n  t h e
N a t i o n a l  T r u s t  c h o s e
m e  t o  o p e n  t h e  n e w
M i d w e s t  R e g i o n a l
O f f i c e ,  a n d  3 1  w h e n  t h e
i d e a  o f  t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t
P r o j e c t  e m e r g e d ,  a s  I
t r a v e l e d  t h r o u g h
c o u n t l e s s  t o w n s  w i t h
b e a u t i f u l ,  n e a r l y  v a c a n t
d o w n t o w n s .

I  c a n  r e m e m b e r  v i v i d l y
t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  w e  a l l
h a d  w i t h  t h e  c o n f i n i n g
w o r l d  v i e w  o f  T h o s e
W h o  C a l l e d  t h e  S h o t s  i n
P r e s e r v a t i o n — m o s t  o f
w h o m  w e r e  a
g e n e r a t i o n  o l d e r  a t
l e a s t .   W e  k n e w  w e  w e r e
d o i n g  d e s p e r a t e l y
n e e d e d  w o r k :   f i n d i n g  a
p r a g m a t i c ,  r e a l i s t i c ,
s y s t e m i c  w a y  o f
a s s u r i n g  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y
o f  h i s t o r i c  d o w n t o w n s ,
b u t  w e  w e r e  b u t t i n g  u p
a g a i n s t  e s t a b l i s h e d
T r u t h s .

I  c a n  s e e  a  f r e s h
a p p r o a c h  i n  t h e  w o r k
d e s c r i b e d  o n  Y P A ’ s
m a r v e l o u s  w e b s i t e :   a
t o p  1 0  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
l i s t  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n  1 1
m o s t  e n d a n g e r e d .
W h a t  a  c o n c e p t .

M a r y  C .  M e a n s
F o u n d e r ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l

M a i n  S t r e e t  P r o g r a m  a n d
P r i n c i p a l ,  M a r y  M e a n s  &

A s s o c i a t e s ,  I n c .
A l e x a n d r i a ,  V A

“

”

YYYYY
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Mark Rendulic,
Executive Vice
President of
National City Bank
and Kemo
Crawford of YPA
(spokesperson for
the contest), pose
with an award
winner at the
YPA-National City
Bank Black
History Essay
Contest.

Braddock's Main
Street was among
those commercial
corridors identified
by residents as a
preservation priority
for Allegheny County
during a YPA New
Frontiers workshop.

Partners
Y P A  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d
t h e s e  t h i n g s  w i t h o u t  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n
a n d  e x p e r t i s e  o f  o u r  c o m m i t t e d
p a r t n e r s .

" B e a v e r  I n i t i a t i v e  f o r  G r o w t h

" S u s a n  B r a n d t

" C a r n e g i e  L i b r a r y  o f  B r a d d o c k

" C i t i z e n s  B a n k

" C o m m u n i t y  C o n n e c t i o n s ,  H e i n z
S c h o o l

" D o l l a r  B a n k

" F a y e t t e  C o u n t y  C h a m b e r  o f
C o m m e r c e

" G r e a t e r  F o r d  C i t y  C D C

" G r e e n e  C o u n t y  C o n v e n t i o n  a n d
V i s i t o r ’ s  B u r e a u

" H a r m o n y  M u s e u m

" H i l l  C o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t
C o r p o r a t i o n

" M a i n  S t r e e t  W a s h i n g t o n

" M a i n  S t r e e t  W a y n e s b u r g

" M a n c h e s t e r  C i t i z e n s  C o r p o r a t i o n

" N a t i o n a l  C i t y  B a n k

" N a t i o n a l  R o a d  H e r i t a g e  C o r r i d o r

" N a t i o n a l  T r u s t  f o r  H i s t o r i c
P r e s e r v a t i o n

" P e n n s y l v a n i a  H i s t o r i c a l  a n d
M u s e u m  C o m m i s s i o n

" P i t t s b u r g h  H i s t o r y  &  L a n d m a r k s
F o u n d a t i o n

" P N C  B a n k

" P r e s e r v a t i o n  P e n n s y l v a n i a

" P r e s e r v a t i o n  P i t t s b u r g h

" S k y  B a n k

" S m a r t  G r o w t h  P a r t n e r s h i p  o f
W e s t m o r e l a n d  C o u n t y

" S u s t a i n a b l e  P i t t s b u r g h

" U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h

" U r b a n  L e a g u e  o f  P i t t s b u r g h

" W e s t e r n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  M u s e u m
C o u n c i l

W e  w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e
t h e  g o o d  w o r k  p r o v i d e d  t o  u s  o n  t h e
N e w  F r o n t i e r s  p r o j e c t  b y  o u r  i n t e r n s ,
S e a n  C a p p e r i s  ( n o w  a  B o a r d
M e m b e r )  a n d  N a t a l i e  N e w m a n .

Winners of the
YPA-National City
Bank Black
History Essay
Contest.
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YPA negotiated
interim protection
for the former
Nabisco Plant in
East Liberty.  Only
time will tell if the
agreement will be
honored by RIDC.

Photo:  Nabisco in
the 1950s.

The New Granada
Theater is now a
City Historic
Landmark, only
the third African
American historic
landmark in the
City.

Left, a 1935
photo of the New
Granada, built as
the Pythian
Temple.

YPA Board  (2004)
1 . L e e  A n n  A n t o l ,  S e c r e t a r y

o f  Y P A ,  E x a m i n e r ,  F e d e r a l
D e p o s i t  I n s u r a n c e
C o r p o r a t i o n

2 . S e a n  C a p p e r i s ,  S t u d e n t ,
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h

3 . R a c h e l  C o l k e r ,
I n d e p e n d e n t  C o n s u l t a n t

4 . K e m o  C r a w f o r d ,
A r c h i t e c t ,  I K M

5 . J e r o m e  F r a n k ,  P r o g r a m
C o o r d i n a t o r ,  U r b a n
L e a g u e  o f  P i t t s b u r g h

6 . D a n  H o l l a n d ,  F o u n d e r  a n d
C h a i r  o f  Y P A ,  S e n i o r
A d v i s o r ,  F e d e r a l  R e s e r v e
B a n k  o f  C l e v e l a n d ,
P i t t s b u r g h  B r a n c h

7 . J e f f  G e r n e r t ,  D i r e c t o r  o f
T o u r i s m ,  G r e e n e  C o u n t y
C o n v e n t i o n  a n d  V i s i t o r ’ s
B u r e a u

8 . L i n d a  G w i n n ,  P r e s i d e n t ,
B l a i r s v i l l e  ( I n d i a n a
C o u n t y )  I m p r o v e m e n t
G r o u p

9 . D e b o r a h  G r o s s ,  V i c e
C h a i r  o f  Y P A ,  P a r t n e r ,
P e r c o l a t e r  c o n s u l t i n g
f i r m

1 0 . M a t t h e w  R a g a n ,  A n a l y s t ,
M e l l o n  F i n a n c i a l

1 1 . H e a t h e r  S a g e ,  O u t r e a c h
C o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  C i t i z e n s
f o r  P e n n s y l v a n i a ’ s  F u t u r e

1 2 . S e a n  S i m m o n s ,  R e s e a r c h
A n a l y s t ,  N a t i o n a l  C i t y
B a n k  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a

1 3 . C h l o e  V e l a s q u e z ,
T r e a s u r e r  o f  Y P A ,
F o u n d e r  a n d  P r i n c i p a l  o f
S a b i o  W a t e r

1 4 . D a n  W o o d s k e ,  D i r e c t o r
o f  M a r k e t i n g ,  B e a v e r
I n i t i a t i v e  f o r  G r o w t h

Arthur Ziegler of
Pittsburgh History
& Landmarks
Foundation
speaks at YPA's
Preservation
Week event in
May.
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Pittsburgh
residents weigh
their vote on
preservation
matters for the
city in the
Manchester
neighborhood.

Indiana County
residents decide
the historic
preservation
priorities at a New
Frontiers in
Preservation
workshop.

YPA Adv isory  Committee
1 . S c o t t  B r o w n ,  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t

a n d  C o m m u n i t y  I n v e s t m e n t
M a n a g e r ,  C i t i z e n s  B a n k

2 . T e r r i  D a v i s ,  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t
a n d  C R A  O f f i c e r ,  S k y  B a n k

3 . L u  D o n n e l l y ,  A r c h i t e c t u r a l
H i s t o r i a n

4 . K i m  F a l k - M a c A r t h u r ,
P r o j e c t  C o o r d i n a t o r ,
C o m m u n i t y  C o n n e c t i o n s ,
C a r n e g i e  M e l l o n  U n i v e r s i t y

5 . L a r r y  G l a s c o ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f
H i s t o r y ,  H i s t o r y
D e p a r t m e n t ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
P i t t s b u r g h

6 . R a n d y  H a r r i s ,  H i s t o r i a n

7 . D a v i d  K a h l e y ,  P r e s i d e n t  a n d
C E O ,  T h e  P r o g r e s s  F u n d

8 . S t a n l e y  L o w e ,  V i c e
P r e s i d e n t ,  N a t i o n a l  T r u s t
f o r  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n

9 . J i m  M a t t h e w s ,  S e n i o r  V i c e
P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C o r p o r a t e
C o m m u n i t y  R e i n v e s t m e n t
M a n a g e r ,  N a t i o n a l  C i t y  B a n k

1 0 . T r a c y  M o n t a r t i ,  O w n e r ,  I n
t h e  L o o p ,  I n c .

1 1 . C a t h y  N i e d e r b e r g e r ,  S e n i o r
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,  P N C
C o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t
B a n k i n g ,  P N C  B a n k

1 2 . C h a r l e s  P e t e r s o n ,  V i c e
P r e s i d e n t ,  C o m m u n i t y
D e v e l o p m e n t ,  D o l l a r  B a n k

1 3 . R o b  R u c k ,  S e n i o r  L e c t u r e r ,
H i s t o r y  D e p a r t m e n t ,
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h

1 4 . D o u g  S k o w r o n ,  R e a l  E s t a t e
D e v e l o p e r ,  P i t t s b u r g h
G a t e w a y s

1 5 . J o h n  S t e p h e n ,  C o n s u l t a n t

1 6 . R i c h a r d  T a y l o r ,  C E O ,
M a c e d o n i a  D e v e l o p m e n t
C o r p o r a t i o n

1 7 . A l t h e a  W o r t h y ,  H i s t o r i c
P r e s e r v a t i o n i s t

     Your  organ izat ion  performs
outstand ing  serv ices  wh ich  ass ist
a l l  young preservat ion ists  to
become part  o f  A l legheny
County ’s  preservat ion  movement .
I  w ish  you  much success . ”

Stan le y  A .  Lowe
Sen io r  V i ce  Pres iden t ,  Commun i t y  Rev i t a l i za t i on

N a t i o n a l  T r u s t  f o r  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n
Wash ing ton ,  DC

“
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o r e  t h a n  a  c e n t u r y  a g o ,  m a n y  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  r e g i o n
e q u a t e d  s m o k y  s k i e s  w i t h  p r o g r e s s — i t  w a s  a  s y m b o l  t h a t  t h e
m i l l s  w e r e  r u n n i n g  a n d  p e o p l e  h a d  j o b s .   T h e n ,  t h e  s k i e s  c l e a r e d

u p ,  i n d u s t r y  g o t  c l e a n e r ,  b u t  t h e  m i l l s  s h u t  d o w n  a n d  t h e  j o b s  d r i e d  u p .
P i t t s b u r g h  l o s t  i t s  c h i e f  i d e n t i t y  a s  “ w o r k s h o p  t o  t h e  w o r l d . ”

T o d a y ,  i n  a  s t r u g g l e  t o  f i n d  o u r  i d e n t i t y  a n d  r e c r e a t e  t h e  s e n s e  o f
p r o s p e r i t y  w e  o n c e  h a d ,  s o m e  p e o p l e  h a v e  b e g u n  t o  e q u a t e  s p r a w l i n g
d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h  p r o g r e s s .   T h e y  s e e  e a r t h  m o v e r s ,  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g ,  a n d
h o u s e s  a n d  s t o r e s  r i s i n g  a l o n g  a  r i d g e l i n e  i n  t h e  s u b u r b s .   “ I  l i k e  s p r a w l ! ”
o n e  m a n  a s s e r t e d  i n  a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  t o  a p p r o v e  a  n e w  s u b u r b a n  m a l l
d e v e l o p m e n t .

!
B u t  s i x t y  y e a r s  a g o ,  w e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  h a v e  c l e a n  s k i e s  a n d  j o b s ;
w e  d o n ’ t  h a v e  t o  p o l l u t e  t h e  l a n d ,  w a t e r ,  a n d  a i r  t o  t h r i v e .   M o s t  p e o p l e
w o u l d  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  r e g i o n  i s  a  b e t t e r  p l a c e  w i t h  s m o k e
c o n t r o l s ,  w a t e r  f i l t r a t i o n  p l a n t s ,  s e w a g e  r e m o v a l ,  a n d  l a n d f i l l s .   S t e e l
m i l l s  h a v e  b e e n  r e p l a c e d  b y  s o - c a l l e d  “ c l e a n ”  i n d u s t r i e s  l i k e  s o f t w a r e
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m e d i c i n e ,  a n d  b a n k i n g  t h a t  p r o v i d e  g o o d  j o b s  w i t h o u t  t h e
s t r e e t l i g h t s  c o m i n g  o n  a t  n o o n .

!
T h e  s a m e  g o e s  f o r  M a i n  S t r e e t  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n ,  t r a n s i t - o r i e n t e d
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  b r o w n f i e l d  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n ,  a n d  a d a p t i v e  r e u s e .   W e  d o n ’ t
h a v e  t o  s p r a w l  t o  g r o w .   P e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  o t h e r ,  m o r e  p r o s p e r o u s  p a r t s
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . - B a l t i m o r e  m e t r o
a r e a ,  h a v e  o u t w a r d  s i g n s  o f  g r o w t h  a l o n g  h i g h - p r o f i l e  c o r r i d o r s  d o  w e
e q u a t e  s p r a w l  w i t h  g r o w t h .

But  Wash ington ,  D .C . ,  i s  a lso  do ing  a  marve lous  job  o f  re invest ing  in  i ts
inner  core .   Downtown Wash ington bust les  w i th  l i fe  not  seen for  f i f t y  years .
Hote ls ,  restaurants ,  shops ,  and hous ing  pro l i ferate  and peop le  throng the
streets  at  midn ight  where  just  f i f teen years  ago few dared to  venture ,  even
dur ing  the  day .   And young peop le  are  everywhere  to  be  seen .

!
M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  r e g i o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  m a k e  i n c o n s i s t e n t
d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  i t s  f u t u r e .

MMMMM

SprawlSprawlSprawlSprawlSprawl
is  thei s  thei s  thei s  thei s  the

newnewnewnewnew
s m o k es m o k es m o k es m o k es m o k e

The arr iva l  o f
the  YPA on
the  loca l
preservat ion
scene  is  the
best  news
I ’ ve  seen  in
ten  years .

John  Murdoch
L o c a l

P r e s e r v a t i o n i s t ,
P i t t s b u r g h

YPA is  tak ing
good r isks
that  w i l l
benef i t  us  a l l
in  the  long
run .

Susan  Shearer ,
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,

P r e s e r v a t i o n
P e n n s y l v a n i a

”

“

“

”
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!

!

Meanwhile,
demand for urban
space is low in
Waynesburg and
other small towns
in southwestern
Pennsylvania.

Supply of historic loft
housing, shops, and
restaurants can
barely keep pace
with demand in
Washington, DC.

This is Logan Circle,
an area that 15
years ago was D.C's
"Red Light District."
Now, it's a red hot
real estate market.

Does sprawl equal
progress in a
declining region?

Is there a better way
to grow?

H i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n  h a s  b e e n
p r o v e n ,  a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n ,  i n  m u l t i p l e
c o m m u n i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t o
h a v e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t
o n  l o c a l  a n d  s t a t e  e c o n o m i e s .   S o ,
t h e n ,  w h y  i s  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  r e g i o n  n o t
p u r s u i n g  t h i s  a s  a  h o l i s t i c  e c o n o m i c
d e v e l o p m e n t  s t r a t e g y ?   I n s t e a d ,  w e
a r e  m o v i n g  i n  b i t s  a n d  p i e c e s ,  o n l y  t o
t a k e  t w o  s t e p s  b a c k w a r d  w h e n
d e c i s i o n  m a k e r s  f i n a n c e  s p r a w l .

!
W h i l e  U n i o n t o w n  c e l e b r a t e s  i t s
d o w n t o w n  r e v i v a l ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e
m i l l i o n s  o f  p r i v a t e  i n v e s t m e n t  p o u r e d
i n t o  t h e  t o w n  b y  C o u n t y
C o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  E i g h t y  F o u r
L u m b e r  m a g n a t e  J o e  H a r d y ,
$ 3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n  f e d e r a l  m o n e y  i s  b e i n g
u s e d  t o  b u i l d  n e w  r o a d s  t o  s e r v e  a n
o f f i c e  p a r k  b e i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  o u t s i d e
t h e  c i t y .

!
W a y n e s b u r g  h a s  t o i l e d  f o r  y e a r s  t o
r e b u i l d  i t s  M a i n  S t r e e t  w i t h  l i t t l e
g o v e r n m e n t  s u p p o r t ,  b u t  G r e e n e
C o u n t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  h a v e  a l r e a d y
c o m m i t t e d  $ 1 3  m i l l i o n  i n  t a x  d o l l a r s
t o  b r i n g  W a l - M a r t  t o  a  s u b u r b a n
l o c a t i o n  j u s t  o u t s i d e  W a y n e s b u r g .

!
I n  W a s h i n g t o n  C o u n t y ,  $ 3  m i l l i o n  i n
s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  h a v e  b e e n
c o m m i t t e d  t o  c r e a t e  a  " l i f e s t y l e
c e n t e r "  a t  t h e  s u b u r b a n  S o u t h p o i n t e
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  b u t  f e w  f e d e r a l  o r  s t a t e
f u n d s  h a v e  b e e n  c o m m i t t e d  f o r  t h e
r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  d o w n t o w n
W a s h i n g t o n ,  C a n o n s b u r g ,  o r
C a r n e g i e .

A s  C o n n e l l s v i l l e  m o v e s  t o  c r e a t e  a
s t r a t e g i c  p l a n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e
b o r o u g h ,  t h r e e  n e w  b u s i n e s s  p a r k s —
i n  F a i r c h a n c e ,  N o r t h  U n i o n  T o w n s h i p ,
a n d  S o u t h  U n i o n  T o w n s h i p — h a v e  b e e n
b u i l t  o u t s i d e  t h e  c i t y .
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T h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  r e g i o n  l i e s  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e
a n d  b r o a d - b a s e d  c o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t  f o r  h i s t o r i c
p r e s e r v a t i o n  a s  a  t o o l  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  e c o n o m i c
d e v e l o p m e n t .   L a s t  y e a r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  n e a r l y  2 7 , 0 0 0  d e g r e e s
c o n f e r r e d  o n  c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e s  i n  a  r e g i o n  t h a t  s u p p o r t s
m o r e  t h a n  9 0 , 0 0 0  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s .   T h a t ’ s  a  l o t  o f  y o u n g
p e o p l e .   S o m e  w i l l  s t a y ;  m a n y  w i l l  l e a v e  f o r  b e t t e r
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  e l s e w h e r e .   B u t  w e  a l l  h a v e  o n e  t h i n g  i n
c o m m o n :   w e  s e e k  a  h i g h  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e .

P i t t s b u r g h  h a s  w h a t  m a n y  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  a r e
t r y i n g  t o  c r e a t e :   a  u n i q u e  s e n s e  o f  p l a c e  t h a t  i s  a t t r a c t i v e  t o
k n o w l e d g e  w o r k e r s  l o o k i n g  f o r  l i v e l y ,  d i v e r s e  c o m m u n i t i e s .
O u r  o l d e r  t o w n s  a n d  h i s t o r i c  n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  w h i c h  o f f e r  t h i s
d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s ,  a r e  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  r e g i o n ’ s  c o m p e t i t i v e
a d v a n t a g e .   S o ,  w h y  a r e  w e  n o t  i n v e s t i n g  i n  o u r  c o m p e t i t i v e
a d v a n t a g e s ?   I n s t e a d ,  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  a b a n d o n ,  n e g l e c t ,  a n d
d e m o l i s h  t h e m .   W h y  t e a r  d o w n  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  y o u n g  p e o p l e
w a n t ?

I n  2 0 0 4 ,  i t  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  l o s e  B r a d d o c k ’ s
h i s t o r i c  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  C h i o d o ’ s  T a v e r n  i n  H o m e s t e a d  ( a
c o n t r i b u t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  d i s t r i c t ) ,  t h e
S a m s o n  F u n e r a l  H o m e  b u i l t  i n  c .  1 8 9 0  i n  S h a d y s i d e ,  a n d  t h e
f o r m e r  S t .  J o e ’ s  H o s p i t a l  a l o n g  P e n n  A v e n u e  i n  F r i e n d s h i p  ( a
s a d  b l e m i s h  o n  t h e  o t h e r w i s e  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  P e n n  A v e n u e
A r t s  I n i t i a t i v e  c o r r i d o r ) .   W h a t  k i n d  o f  a  m e s s a g e  d o e s  t h i s
s e n d  t o  y o u n g  p e o p l e ?

!
H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  g o o d  n e w s  f o r  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  r e g i o n ,

a n d  i t  i s  b u i l t  o n  h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n .   S o m e  e x a m p l e s :
" T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  A r m s t r o n g  C o r k

F a c t o r y  ( # 1 0  o n  Y P A ’ s  T o p  T e n  L i s t  i n  2 0 0 3 )  i n t o  2 9 7
l o f t  a p a r t m e n t s ,  p a r k i n g ,  a n d  r e t a i l  s h o p s  h a s  b e g u n .

" P i t t s b u r g h ’ s  h i s t o r i c  L a w r e n c e v i l l e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  i s
o n e  o f  t h e  h o t  n e w  p l a c e s  t o  l i v e ,  w o r k ,  a n d  p l a y ,  w i t h
n e w  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  a n t i q u e s  s h o p s ,  a n d  h o u s i n g — o l d
a n d  n e w .

" D o w n t o w n  U n i o n t o w n  ( # 1  o n  t h e  T o p  T e n  L i s t  i n  2 0 0 3 )
i s  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a  r e n a i s s a n c e  b y  C o u n t y
C o m m i s s i o n e r  J o e  H a r d y ,  w h o  c a l l s  i t  “ t h e  M a r s h a l l
P l a n ”  f o r  U n i o n t o w n .

" N a t i o n w i d e  A p p r a i s a l  a n d  T i t l e  S e r v i c e s  C o r p .  a n d
M i l l c r a f t  I n d u s t r i e s  a r e  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  1 4 0 , 0 0 0 -
s q u a r e - f o o t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  d o w n t o w n  W a s h i n g t o n ,
P a . ,  w h i c h  i s  t o  b e  a  g r e e n  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  s t r e e t - l e v e l
r e t a i l .   T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  k n o w n  a s  N a t i o n w i d e  C e n t r e ,
a n d  a n  a d j a c e n t  B e a u  S t r e e t  P a r k ,  a r e  p a r t  o f  P h a s e
O n e  o f  T h e  C r o s s r o a d s ,  w h i c h  M i l l c r a f t  e n v i s i o n s  a s  a
l o n g - t e r m ,  m i x e d - u s e ,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d
r e t a i l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  W a s h i n g t o n .

" S & T  B a n k  p l a n s  t o  b u i l d  i t s  n e w  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n
d o w n t o w n  I n d i a n a ,  I n d i a n a  C o u n t y .

“

”

" T h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  Y P A  r e m i n d s  u s
t h a t  a  c i t y ’ s  h i s t o r y  i s  o n e  o f  i t s
g r e a t e s t  a s s e t s . ”

R a c h e l  C o l k e r ,  Y P A  B o a r d
M e m b e r

“ W h i l e  t h e  Y P A  i s  b r i n g i n g
a w a r e n e s s  t o  p r e s e r v a t i o n
i s s u e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e g i o n ,  i t
i s  a l s o  d e v e l o p i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e
b r i g h t e s t  a n d  b e s t  y o u n g
c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s  f o r
S o u t h w e s t e r n  P e n n s y l v a n i a . ”

D a n  W o o d s k e ,  Y P A  B o a r d
M e m b e r

" H a v i n g  Y P A  s u p p o r t  t h e  w o r k
t h a t  n e e d s  t o  b e  d o n e  i n  r e g a r d
t o  p r e s e r v i n g  h i s t o r y  i s  v e r y
r e f r e s h i n g . . . a n d  l e n d s  a  g r e a t
d e a l  o f  c r e d i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  c a u s e ! "

L i n d a  G w i n n ,  Y P A  B o a r d  M e m b e r

“ I  w o u l d  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  Y o u n g
P r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s  c o u l d  i n s p i r e
f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  p r e s e r v e
s p e c i a l  p l a c e s  a n d  t o  a p p r e c i a t e
t h e i r  v a l u e . ”

M a t t  R a g a n ,  Y P A  B o a r d  M e m b e r

“ T h e  Y P A ’ s  p r o a c t i v e  m i s s i o n  i s
i n v a l u a b l e  i n  s e c u r i n g  t h e
r e g i o n a l  a s s e t s  w e  h a v e  t o d a y
f o r  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t o m o r r o w . "

S e a n  S i m m o n s ,  Y P A  B o a r d
M e m b e r

“ Y P A  h a s  s t a k e d  a  s o l i d  c l a i m  t o
b e c o m e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c a t a l y s t
f o r  p o s i t i v e  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c
c h a n g e  i n  W e s t e r n
P e n n s y l v a n i a . ”

R a n d y  H a r r i s ,  Y P A  A d v i s o r y
C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r
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The Samson Funeral Home in Shadyside, left, was reduced to a pile of rubble (right) in 2004.

Place Artwork Here

Tough times for Main Streets in the Mon Valley:
Historic buildings in Braddock, left, lost their designation as a National Register Historic District and will be demolished,

while Chiodo's landmark tavern (right) in Homestead will yield to a Walgreens.

Historic St. Joe's in Friendship succumbed to the wrecking ball (left).
The National Register-listed Dixmont Hospital (right) may be replaced by Wal-Mart.
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Preservat ion  Losses

Homestead ,
A l legheny  County

Ki lbuck,
A l l egheny  County

Shadys ide ,
P i t tsburgh

Braddock ,
Al legheny County

Fr iendsh ip ,
P i t tsburgh
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The historic Armstrong Cork Factory (left) will be restored and  converted into 295 loft apartments and retail shops.
S&T Bank announced that they will build a new headquarters in downtown Indiana, Pa. (right).

Ford City's Heritage and Technology Park (left), identified as the top priority in Armstrong County, will soon be home to
a new, clean, 9,200 square-foot state-of-the-art manufacturing facility for silion carbide wafers and employ 140 people.

Main Street Beaver's aesthetic beauty also produces economic returns for the town (right).

Color has returned to Butler Street in Lawrenceville in the form of new retail shops (left).
A new hotel and restaurant enliven downtown's only thriving part, the historic Cultural District (right).

Preservat ion  V ictor ies

Beaver ,
Beaver  County

Lawrencev i l l e ,
P i t tsburgh

Ford  C i ty ,
Armstrong  County

Cultural  Distr ict ,
P i t tsburgh

Str ip  D istr ic t ,
P i t tsburgh

Ind iana ,
Ind iana  County
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I f  s p r a w l  i s  o u r  n u m b e r  o n e  c h a l l e n g e  i t  i s  a l s o  o u r  c a l l  t o
a c t i o n .   I t  m a k e s  u s  a l l  f e e l  g o o d  t o  p o i n t  t h e  f i n g e r  a t  b i g
d e v e l o p e r s ,  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  a n d  W a l - M a r t  a n d  s a y ,  “ i t ’ s  t h e i r  f a u l t
f o r  o u r  r e g i o n ’ s  d e c l i n e ! ”   S o m e  h a v e  l a m e n t e d  t h e  m a n y
l a y e r s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n .   B u t  i n  r e a l i t y ,  w e  m u s t
t a k e  s o m e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  o u r  r e g i o n ’ s  d e s t i n y .   A f t e r  a l l ,
s o m e o n e  e l e c t e d  o u r  l e a d e r s  t o  v o t e — o r  n o t  v o t e — o n
l e g i s l a t i v e  m a t t e r s  a f f e c t i n g  o u r  r e g i o n .   S o m e o n e — o r  n o  o n e —
p r o v i d e d  a  v o i c e  a t  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  o n  h o w  b e s t  t o  d e v e l o p
l a n d .   S o m e o n e  m u s t  s h o p  a t  W a l - M a r t .

!
T o  k e e p  t h e  m o m e n t u m  g o i n g ,  s e v e r a l  p r o g r e s s i v e

m e a s u r e s  n e e d  o u r  s u p p o r t .   T h e  P A  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  T a x  C r e d i t
l e g i s l a t i o n  ( H B  2 6 ,  2 7 ,  a n d  5 0 4 )  w i l l ,  i f  p a s s e d ,  s u b s t a n t i a l l y
e n h a n c e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  u n d e r s e r v e d  m a r k e t s  w h i c h
a r e  r i c h  i n  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s .   A n o t h e r  b i l l ,  s p o n s o r e d  b y  P A
S t a t e  R e p .  D a v e  R e e d  o f  I n d i a n a ,  w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f
s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  t o  d o w n t o w n  a r e a s .   W e  a l s o  n e e d
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  C a m p a i g n  t o  R e n e w  P A ,  a  t h r e e - y e a r  i n i t i a t i v e
h o s t e d  b y  1 0 , 0 0 0  F r i e n d s  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a  t o  c r e a t e  a  n e t w o r k
o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  a d v o c a t e s  f o r  s t a t e
p o l i c i e s  a n d  l o c a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  a c t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  r e s t o r e  t h e
e c o n o m i c  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s ,  g o v e r n m e n t  e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  a n d
q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ’ s  c o m m u n i t i e s .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s  n e e d  t o  c o m m e n t  o n  t h e i r
c o u n t y  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n — a  m a s t e r  p l a n  t h a t  g u i d e s
g r o w t h .   T h e s e  p l a n s ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e  p u b l i c  i n p u t ,  w i l l  d i c t a t e
h o w  y o u r  t a x  d o l l a r s  w i l l  b e  s p e n t .   W e  s h o u l d  s u p p o r t  o u r  l o c a l
m u s e u m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  F o r t  N e c e s s i t y  i n  F a y e t t e  C o u n t y ,  w h i c h  i s
c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  m u l t i - m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  i n t e r p r e t i v e  a n d  e d u c a t i o n
c e n t e r  t o  h o n o r  t h e  F r e n c h  a n d  I n d i a n  W a r .   A n d ,  w e  m u s t
s u p p o r t  e a c h  o t h e r  b y  c o m m u n i c a t i n g ,  c o l l a b o r a t i n g ,  a n d
f o r m i n g  a  u n i t e d  f r o n t  f o r  p r e s e r v a t i o n .

!
T h e  f u t u r e  i s  i n  u s .   W e  h o l d  t h e  k e y  t o  t h e  h o p e  o f  t h e

r e g i o n  b y  o r g a n i z i n g ,  v o t i n g ,  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  p u b l i c
p r o c e s s .   T h i s  i s  t h e  a g e n d a  o f  t h e  Y o u n g  P r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s
A s s o c i a t i o n :   t o  i n s p i r e  o u r  y o u n g  p e o p l e — a n d  p e o p l e  o f  a l l
a g e s — t o  t a k e  c o n t r o l  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  o u r  r e g i o n  t o
s h a p e  a  b e t t e r  t o m o r r o w .   T h e r e  a r e  c h a l l e n g e s ,  t o  b e  s u r e .
B u t  a s  w e  w a t c h  t h e  s u n  s e t  o n  a n o t h e r  p r o d u c t i v e  d a y ,  w e
t h i n k  f o r w a r d  t o  t o m o r r o w  a s  b e i n g  a  b e t t e r  o n e  t h a n  t h e  l a s t .

G i v e  l i f e  t o  h i s t o r y . S M

“

”

Thanks  very  much
for  the
in format ion  about
your  Top  Ten  and  a
proact i ve
approach to
ident i f y ing
preservat ion
needs  in  the
Pittsburgh area .

P e t e r  B r i n k
S e n i o r  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,

P r o g r a m s
N a t i o n a l  T r u s t  f o r  H i s t o r i c

P r e s e r v a t i o n
Wash ing ton ,  DC

Histor ic
preservat ion  is
important  to  a l l
o f  us  and  you  have
done a  wonderfu l
job  o f  showing
just  that  through
the  s i tes  you  have
chosen .

R ichard  Moe
P r e s i d e n t

N a t i o n a l  T r u s t  f o r  H i s t o r i c
P r e s e r v a t i o n

Wash ing ton ,  DC

”

“



1 2 © 2005 YPA Young Preservationists 2004 Annual Report

YPA Mission
The active participation of young

people in the preservation of
historic resources.

Young Preservationists
Association of Pittsburgh

PO Box 2669
Pittsburgh, PA  15230-2669

info@youngpreservationists.org
www.youngpreservationists.org

Y P
A

Give  l i f e  to  h i s tory. S M

“ W i n t e r  C o m e s  t o  M o n o n g a h e l a  V a l l e y , ”  1 9 1 5 ,  b y  A r t h u r  W a t s o n  S p a r k s  ( 1 8 7 0 - 1 9 1 9 ) .
O i l  o n  c a n v a s .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 6  “  X  4 8 . 5 ”

P u b l i c a t i o n  r i g h t s  f o r  n o n - c o m m e r c i a l  u s e  g r a n t e d  b y  E l i z a b e t h t o w n  C o l l e g e ,  E l i z a b e t h t o w n ,
P A ,  M a y  2 0 0 4 .   P a i n t i n g  a c q u i r e d  b y  E l i z a b e t h t o w n  C o l l e g e  a s  a  g i f t  f r o m  A r m s t r o n g  W o r l d
I n d u s t r i e s ,  L a n c a s t e r ,  P A .

R e p r o d u c e d  f r o m  a  p h o t o g r a p h  b y  R a n d o l p h  J .  H a r r i s ,  M o u n t  J o y ,  P A ,  f o r m e r l y  o f
H o m e s t e a d .   T h e  p a i n t i n g  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o  L a n c a s t e r  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  w h e n
A r m s t r o n g  m o v e d  i t s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f r o m  P i t t s b u r g h .

S p a r k s  w a s  h e a d  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P a i n t i n g  a n d  I l l u s t r a t i o n  a t  t h e  C a r n e g i e  I n s t i t u t e  o f
T e c h n o l o g y  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  a n d  e a r n e d  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  W i l l i a m  G e r d t s  a s
“ p r o b a b l y  P i t t s b u r g h ’ s  l e a d i n g  I m p r e s s i o n i s t  a r t i s t . ”

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  S p a r k s ,  g o  t o  h t t p : / / w w w . a r t h u r w a t s o n s p a r k s . c o m /

Places  &  Spaces :
The  Regenerat ion  o f  Preservat ion

t h e  f i r s t - e v e r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  c o n f e r e n c e
f o r  Y o u n g  P r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s

S e p t e m b e r  1 6 - 1 7 ,  2 0 0 5
P i t t s b u r g h

de ta i l s  a t  www . youngpreserva t i on i s ts . o rg


